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1718, 1 GEORGE I

CHAP  II. And be it-fucther Enalted, by the Authority, Advice and Confent afore-
xx'\ll. Jaid, That every Perfon or Perfons that thall commit Fornication, and be
Perfors <o~ “thereof convi in the Provincial, or County Court, either by Confeffion, or
cation, to be Verdict of Twelve Men, fhall be fined Thirty Shillings Current Money of
gg;dtg?rg or this Province, or Six Hundred Pounds of Tobacco, by the Juftices before
boot®. % whom fuch Convi&ion fhall be, to the King’s Majefty, his Heirs and Succef-

fors, for the Support of the County Charge. ‘

Of Adultery, TII. Qnd be it Enaited, by the Authority, Advice and Confent aforefaid,
35 oV That every Perfon or Perfons that fhall commit Adultery, and fhall be
Tobacco.  thereof convi@®, either by 'Confeflion, or Verdi&t of Twelve Men, in the
Provincial, or any of the County Courts of this Province, fhall be fined, by
the Juftices before whom fuch Convition fhall be, Three Pounds Current
Money as aforefaid, or Twelve Hundred Pounds of Tobacco, to the King’s
Majefty, his Heirs and Succeffors, towards defraying fuch County Charge as

aforefaid.

Repealed. IV. Qnv in cafe the faid Offenders, or any of them, fhall not have where-

See the Note with to pay the feveral Fines by this A& impofed, then the faid Offenders

on s 5. thall be adjudged to fuffer corporal Punifhment by Whipping upon his or
their bare Bodies, ’till the Blood do appear, fo many Stripes (not exceeding
Thirty-nine) as the Juftices, before whom fuch Conviction fhall be, fhall
adjudge. : : ,

Repealed. V. IProvided, That this A& fhall not be conftrued to extend, as to the
Fine, to Women who have Baftards, and do refufe to difcover the Father, or
Begetter of fuch Children: But that in fuch Cafes it fhall be in the Difcre-
tion of the Juftices, before whom fuch Woman or Women fhall be convic-
ted, either to take the Fine by this A&t appointed, or to award corporal Pu-

nithment ; any thing in this A& before to the contrary notwithftanding.
—-N. B. By the A& of 1749, ch. 12, §. 6, fo much of this A& as relates to corporal Punifh-
ment for Fornication, is repealed,

The Manner ~ VI. @nD for the afcertaining what Women fhall be accounted Lewd ; e it -
}3,,‘:}}{‘,?‘32{?& Enatted, by the Authority aforefaid, by and with the Advice and Confent afore=~

of nccnti- _faid, That it fhall and may be lawful for the Minifter, Veftry and Church-

nency hall “wardens of any Parifh where there is a Minifter, and for the Veftry and

be fammoned Church-wardens where there is no Minifter, before any Admonition by them

Minifter, or any of them given, in purfuance of the Directions aforementioned, to give

Xﬁﬁ:{h‘““in Notice, or caufe Notice to be given, to any Perfon or Perfons by them, or

dens, in order the major Part of them, fufpected of Lewdnefs or Incontinency, and being

to Admoni- or refiding within their refpective Parifthes, to appear before them, or the

tonandCon- 1 ajor Part of them, at fuch Time and Place as they, or the major Part of

them, fhall appoint : And on the Appearance of fuch Perfon or Perfons, to ac-

quaint them of the Sufpicion that is had of them, and to hear what reafonable

Excufe fuch Perfons fhall offer, why they ought not to be proceeded againft

according to Law, as Fornicators or Adulterers, as the Cafe fhall happen. And

in cafe the Perfon or Perfons, having fuch Notice given them, fhall not appear

according to fuch Notice, on Affidavit of fuch Notice given, or appearing,

do not excufe or acquit themfelves of the Grounds of fuch Sufpicion, in fuch

Manner as fuch Minifter, Veftryand Church-wardens as aforefaid fhall ap-

prove ; that then it thall and may be lawful for fuch Minifter, Veftry and

Church-wardens, or the major Part of them as aforefaid, and they are hereby

required to admonifh fuch Perfon or Perfons, according to the Dire&ions a-

forementioned ; which Admonition, together with Proof of the Cohabitation

of the Parties fo admonifthed, or their frequenting the Company of each o-

ther, contrary to, and after fach Admonition given, fhall be fufficient Evi-

dence, in any Court of this Province to * convi¢t the Perfon fo cohabiting,

or frequenting each others Company, after Admonition given as aforefaid, of

Fornication,




